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Summary information

Repository: Nova Scotia Archives

Title: Supreme Court of Nova Scotia fonds

Date: 1750 - 1990 (date of creation)

Physical description: 300 m of textual records

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

The Supreme Court of Nova Scotia has its origins in the powers given to Governor Edward Cornwallis
in the Commission and Royal Instructions issued in London on 6 May 1749. By that instrument, the
governor was given plenary powers in judicial matters to establish courts of justice. In 1750, Cornwallis
established the General Court, consisting of the Governor and Council. In 1754, the General Court was
replaced by the Supreme Court, with Jonathan Belcher appointed first chief justice. During its first two
decades the Supreme Court operated only at Halifax. However, between 1774 and 1816 a circuit system
was established throughout the province, with individual circuit courts having all the powers of the
court at Halifax. The Supreme Court began as a criminal court but soon assumed a civil jurisdiction as
well. Its jurisdiction has continued to evolve over its long and complex history. The Supreme Court's
procedure was codified with the passage of the Judicature Act in 1884. When acting as a court of original
jurisdiction, one judge presided; as an appellate court, cases were heard by the full court sitting at
Halifax. Amendments enacted in 1962, and effective in 1966, replaced this arrangement with a formally
constituted Appeal Division of the Supreme Court, separated from the Trial Division, which was set up at
the same time. In 1992 the Court Reform Act reconstituted the Appeal Division as a separate court - the
Nova Scotia Court of Appeal.

Scope and content

Fonds consists of: Sous-fonds - Supreme Court at Halifax, Sous-fonds - Supreme Court on county circuit
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Notes

Title notes

Arrangement

Court records were among the first records received by the Public Archives after the building opened in
1931. Early efforts to describe the Supreme Court records used the county as the basis of arrangement
and description without recognizing the various seats of the Court as all being part of the same judicial
body. The 250th anniversary of the Court in 2004 provided an opportunity to renew the arrangement
and description of these records. Although all of the records of the Supreme Court are now arranged
as a single fonds, the previous arrangement is still reflected in the designation of three sous-fonds,
comprising the records of the Court at Halifax, the records of the Court on County Circuit, and the
records of the Court as a court of appeal.

Finding aids

Sous fonds descriptions available.

Related material

The Nova Scotia Court of Appeal fonds continues the records related to the Court's jurisdiction as Nova
Scotia's highest court of appeal, except for those cases heard by the Supreme Court of Canada.

Accruals

Further accruals expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Series descriptions

Supreme Court at Halifax
Date: 1750-1969 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

case files and official record books. Although by statute the status of the Supreme Court at Halifax
was not remarkably different from that of the Supreme Court on County Circuit, the reality is that the
records of the court at Halifax have a greater complexity which is seen in their great volume and also
in the diversity of types of records. Sous-fonds consists of Series - Official record books
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Physical description: 386 m of textual records

Note:

This sous-fonds was previously described as the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Halifax County
fonds.

Finding aids:

Series descriptions are available.

File / item list

Official record books
Date: 1821 - 1962 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court at Halifax sub-fonds and consists of a number of sub-series of
record book types used generally by court officials to record the progress of cases through the courts,
to records the actions of the court or to records the evidence heard by the Court. Series consists of the
following seven sub-series:
• Sub-series - Criminal proceedings books
• Sub-series - Appearance book
• Sub-series - Docket books,
• Sub-series - Judgment books
• Sub-series - County judgment books
• Sub-series - Cause books
• Sub-series - Case file registers (indexes)

Physical description: 1.8 m of textual records, 4 reels of microfilm.

Finding aids:

Sub-series desciptions available.

File / item list

Subseries Accession 2000-002: Divorce cause books
Date: 1840 - 1962 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of the Official record books series of the Supreme Court at Halifax sub-fonds and
consists of registers used to record the filing of petitions for divorce as well as subsequent actions by
the court in relation to the petition, including the granting of any decrees, the hearing of evidence,
and the filing of orders for support and maintenance. The pagination and numbering of the volumes
subsequent to 1901 reflect case numbers assigned by the registrar. The books prior to 1901 are of a
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different character and record, verbatim, decrees issued by the court as well as recording other actions
in relation to the case.

Physical description: 80 cm of textual records (18 volumes)

Note:

The record books in this series remained in the custody of the court administration office at the Law
Courts, Halifax, after the 1997 creation of the Family Division of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia
and its removal to separate facilities shared with the Family Court.

Immediate source of acquisition:

Volumes in this series were acquired in 2000 from the court administration office of the Supreme
Court of Nova Scotia located at the Law Courts, Halifax.

Finding aids:

"Volume list ":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/divorce-cause-books.pdf with retrieval information
is available.

Related material:

Case files created in relation to the petitions recorded by this series are found in the Court for
Divorce and Matrimonial Causes case file series. A detailed list and index of the cases is available
in conjunction with the finding aid for that series. "The index to ca. 1962 is available.":https://
novascotia.ca/archives/divorce/

File / item list

Case file registers (indexes)
Date: 1821-1952 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of the Official record books series of the Supreme Court at Halifax sub-fonds and
consists of registers used by the Supreme Court at Halifax to index case numbers by plaintiff and
defendant as they were assigned. The indexing is chronological and then alphabetical by the first
letter of a party's last name. Prior to the start of case numbering in 1861 these registers were used
as indexes to the cause books which recorded the commencement of cases. Some subsequent index
volumes record case number as well as the page number reference to the cause book. Prior to 1861 the
indexes refer only to cause book page numbers. The registers are independent of the cause books for
which they act as indexes and have been divided by years for convenience. Indeed, book 14 starts with
the notation, "new millennium - new book." Overlapping time periods probably indicate that some
volumes were copied to replace others which due to use needed replacement.
In 1928 the court administration office changed to an index card system. Subsequent to 1952 the cards
were photographically copied into index books which were microfilmed by the NS Archives in the
period 2011 to 2013.
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Physical description: 1 m of textual records, 4 reels of microfilm

Note:

The general finding aid for the Supreme Court at Halifax (RG 39, Series C, Halifax), contains a case
file listing for cases prior to the commencement of case numbering by the court in 1861

Location of originals:

The original index volumes for the period 1928 to 1952 are kept by the Court Administration Office, at
The Law Courts, Lower Water Street, Halifax.

Restrictions on access:

As all of this subseries is on microfilm use of the original case file registers or indexes is restricted.

Finding aids:

A "listing":https://www.novascotia.ca/archives/lists/case-file-registers-indexes.pdf indicating the
microfilm reel number and the date range for each index included on the microfilm is available.

File / item list

Case files

File / item list

Supreme Court on county circuit
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court on County Circuit

Date: 1773-1987 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

* the records of circuit courts throughout the province. Sous-fonds consists of Series - Circuit records
at Annapolis Royal
* Series - Circuit records at Antigonish
* Series - Circuit records at Sydney
* Series - Circuit records at Truro
* Series - Circuit records at Amherst
* Series - Digby County circuit records
* Series - Guysborough County circuit records
* Series - Circuit records at Windsor
* Series - Circuit records at Port Hood
* Series - Kings County circuit records
* Series - Lunenburg County circuit records
* Series - Circuit records at Pictou
* Series - Circuit records at Liverpool
* Series - Circuit records at Arichat
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* Series - Shelburne County circuit records
* Series - Circuit records at Baddeck
* Series - Circuit records at Yarmouth

Physical description: * 140.42 m of textual records
* 7 microfilm reels

File / item list

Circuit records at Annapolis Royal
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Annapolis County)

Date: 1802-1972, predominant 1882-1913 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of offical record books
and case files of the court sitting at Annapolis Royal.

Physical description: 4.68 m of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Annapolis County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1802-1972, predominant 1860-1899 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Annapolis Royal series and consists of case files that
contain summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings,
informations (charges), indictments, appeals, motions, orders, rulings, transcripts of testimony,
verdicts and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 3.6 m of textual records (12 boxes)

Note:

Inventory 213, list 1896 provides item access to this sub-series.

Location of originals:
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RG 39 Series C AP vol. 1-10.

Finding aids:

A detailed listing of cases, with a partial index by plaintiff and defendant, is included in the hard copy
finding aid available in the NSARM reading room. A box listing indicating retrieval codes, date range
and case number range is also available online. [6000_511_721_1.pdf]

Related material:

Related records may be found in the Morse family fonds (MG 1 volumes 714-716).

File / item list

Cause books
Date: 1890-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Annapolis Royal series and consists of cause books
recording the commencement of court actions. Each entry records the number assigned to the case,
plaintiff and counsel, defendant, nature of the action, and amount of damages and costs sought, if
any. The books generally record any documents filed in connection with the cause and identify the
defendant's counsel, if a defence is made. Additionally the books may include information about the
disposition of the cause. Each volume is indexed.

Physical description: 16 cm of textual records (6 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

This record was acquired as part of a larger transfer of court materials from the court administration
office at Annapolis Royal in 1996.

Finding aids:

A volume listing giving information on retrieval codes, date range, case number range and indicating if
the volume is indexed is available. Inventory 213, list 1868 provides item access to this sub-series.

File / item list

Subseries Accession no. 1996-235/017.: Docket book
Date: 1877-1911 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series form part of Circuit records at Annapolis Royal series and consists of a docket book
recording the cases scheduled to be heard during each court term. Each entry generally records the
parties to the action, their lawyers, the nature of the action and its disposition by the court. From 1877
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to 1895, the same book was also used separately to record the names of persons selected as potential
jurors.

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records (1 volume)

Note:

6000_511_270_1.pdf

Immediate source of acquisition:

Part of a larger transfer of court materials from the court administration office at Annapolis Royal in
1996.

Finding aids:

A volume listing is available.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1834-1951 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Annapolis Royal series and consists of books used to record
judgments awarded by the court in civil actions. Generally the books record, for each award, the
parties to the cause, their lawyers, the nature of the claim, and the amount of the award, including any
costs awarded. In many instances, the judgments are default judgments awarded when the defendant
did not enter an appearance, or response, to the initial writ. Case numbers, settlements and information
concerning executions and attachments are also recorded, although their completeness is unknown.
Each book is indexed.

Physical description: 70 cm of textual records (13 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

Part of a larger transfer of court records from the court administration office at Annapolis Royal in
1996.

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information, date range, and court assigned volume number is
available.

File / item list

Circuit records at Antigonish
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Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Antigonish County)

Date: 1819-1889 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files that include
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.
These records appear to have had some connection with the Supreme Court sitting at Halifax, either in
original jurisdiction or as a court of appeal, and although originating in Antigonish are not necessarily
the complete remaining case files of the court sitting at Antigonish.

Physical description: 22 cm of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Antigonish County fonds.

Finding aids:

File list with retrieval information available.

File / item list

Circuit records at Sydney
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Cape Breton County)

Date: 1767-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files and official
record books of the court sitting at Sydney.

Physical description: 1.35 m of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Cape County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Cause books
Date: 1786-1941: predominant 1884-1941 (date of creation)
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Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Sydney and consists of books used to record the
commencement of civil cases before the court through the issuance of summons notifying defendants
of the claims against them. With the Judicature Act of 1884 record keeping became more consistent
between the venues of the supreme court. Books from this time period record case numbers, parties,
representation of the plaintiff and documents issued and filed in connection with a cause. Some of the
books were used in verso as cause books for the County Court sitting at Sydney.

Physical description: 7 cm of textual records (4 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred by the court administration office in Sydney as part of two larger accessions received in
1991 and 1992

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information is available

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1826-1932 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Sydney series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.
These records appear to have had some connection with the Supreme Court sitting at Halifax, either in
original jurisdiction or as a court of appeal, and although originating in Sydney these records are not
necessarily the complete remaining case files of the court sitting at Sydney. Interfiled with case files
are a number of dockets, minutes of trials and other generally none case specific court files which have
been listed separately in the finding aid.;

Physical description: 40 cm of textual records

Arrangement:

Case files are arranged chronologically by plaintiff.

Location of originals:

RG 39 CB Series C Volumes 1 to 4.

Finding aids:
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Series list 1184 is a detailed case listing giving retrieval information as well as the date of the case and
the names of the parties involved. A separate listing of non-case file material precedes the case file
listing.

File / item list

Civil proceedings books
Date: 1785-1949, predominant 1882-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Sydney and consists of volumes in which the proceedings
of the court in civil matters were recorded. In the earlier years the court activity was recorded, first
as rough minutes and later rewritten as the official record of the court's activities. The books record
the daily opening and closing of the court, the judges present, the parties to a case, their counsel, the
names of witnesses and the disposition of the case. Includes one volume which was used for special
sittings, and in particular when the court sat as an elections court to hear disputes relating to electoral
matters.

Physical description: 18 cm of textual records (10 volumes)

Note:

Records for the period 1785-1795 are missing.

Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred from the court administration office in Sydney as part of three larger accessions of
material received in 1991 and 1992.

Alternative form available:

Most volumes available on microfilm

Finding aids:

Series list 1006 is a detailed listing of the books with retrieval codes, references to any available
microfilms, the availability of indexes and the date range and nature of the cases recorded

Related material:

Criminal proceedings are found in a separate sub-series.

File / item list

Exchequer proceedings
Date: 1795-1893; predominant 1790-1810 (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Sydney and consists of two books in which the official
proceedings of the supreme court sitting as a admiralty or exchequer court at Sydney are recorded. The
books note cases, counsel, presiding judges, witnesses and case dispositions. The sessions might be
better characterized as infrequent special sittings of the Supreme Court that related to vice admiralty or
exchequer matters than as the separate records of a distinct court

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records (2 volumes)

Note:

1991-162/001
1992-181/012

Alternative form available:

Materials prior to 1890 available on microfilm.

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information is available.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1821-1926 (date of creation)

File / item list

Rules of the Supreme Court
Date: 1767-1816 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Sydney and consists of two volumes recording rules of the
supreme court. The dated volume is a handwritten copy of what is also found as RG 1 Volume 143 in
the Halifax records of the Supreme Court. These rules would appear to date primarily from the time
when Cape Breton was a separate jurisdiction and during which the Halifax rules would not appear
to have been directly applicable. The second, undated, volume belonged to C.L. Leonard, who was
prothonotary when Cape Breton was a separate colony and who continued to act after reannexation.

Physical description: 1 cm of textual records (2 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred by the court administration office in Sydney as part of two larger accessions received in
1991 and 1992.
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Alternative form available:

One volume is available on microfilm.

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information is available

File / item list

Subseries 1992-181/020 and 1991-067/042: Index to inquests filed with prothonotary's
office
Date: 1890-1946 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Sydney and consists of two volumes indexing inquests
filed with the prothonotary at the Sydney Court House. The index gives the date of death, date of the
inquest and the date the report was filed. The inquests themselves are not part of the holdings of Nova
Scotia Archives and Records Management.

Physical description: 1 cm of textual records (2 volumes)

Note:

Located at 1992-181/020 and 1991-067/042

Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred by the court administration office in Sydney as part of two larger accessions received in
1991 and 1992.

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information is available.

File / item list

Criminal proceedings books
Date: 1903-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Sydney and consists of volumes recording the official
proceedings of the court while hearing criminal cases. The books record the daily activity before
the court in criminal matters, and note the presiding judge, prosecutor, the charge, the accused, their
counsel, witnesses, and the disposition of the case

Physical description: 30 cm of textual records (5 volumes)
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Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred from the court administration office in Sydney as part of two larger accessions received in
1991 and 1992.

Finding aids:

Series list 1894 is a volume listing with retrieval information.

Related material:

There is a separate series of Civil Proceedings bo

File / item list

Circuit records at Truro
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Colchester County)

Date: 1805-1957 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting at Truro.

Physical description: 11 m of textual records

Note:

Case files of the County Court Judge's Criminal Court of District Number 4 (Colchester County),
previously and erroneously thought to be Supreme Court case files, have been appropriately re-
described. Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Colchester County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

Related material:

The archives of the Colchester Historical Museum has some record books of the same provenance.
These date between 1892 and 1945 and appear to be from other records series. Some material
originally described in this series has been re-described as part of the Archibald, Campbell and
successor law firm fonds.

Accruals:

Further accruals are expected.
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File / item list

Case files
Date: 1811-1972 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Truro series and consists of case files containing
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, motions, orders,
transcripts of testimony, appeals, rulings, verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and
matters.

Physical description: 10.1 m of textual records (49 boxes)

Arrangement:

Files subsequent to 1884 are arranged by case numbers assigned as actions commenced. Earlier files
are arranged chronologically with file numbers assigned by the archives.

Finding aids:

An index, by plaintiff and defendant, with a chronological listing is available on microfilm 16566. A
box listing, with case number ranges, date coverage and retrieval codes is available online.

Related material:

Criminal cases subsequent to 1889 may be found in the County Court Judge's Criminal Court of
District Number 4 (Colchester County) case files series in the Nova Scotia County Courts fonds.

Accruals:

Further accurals are expected.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1805-1926 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Truro series and consists of books used to record judgments
awarded by the court in civil actions. The books generally record, for each award, the parties to the
cause, their lawyers, the nature of the claim, and the amount of the award including any costs awarded.
In many cases the judgments are by default, awarded when the defendant did not enter a plea.
Settlements and information concerning executions and attachments are also recorded although their
completeness is unknown. From time to time, particularly in the 19th century, property descriptions
were recorded if the determination of boundaries was part of the cause. Subsequent to 1884 case
numbers are recorded. Many of the books are indexed. Some volumes were also used to record
judgments awarded by the Colchester County Inferior Court of Common Pleas.
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Physical description: 65 cm of textual records (14 volumes)

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information is available.

Related material:

Judgment books in the Colchester County Inferior Court of Common Pleas fonds may also contain
judgments recorded by the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Colchester County.

File / item list

Proceedings books
Date: 1886-1957 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Truro series and consists of minute books created by the
prothonotary to record daily court activity at a high level. The minutes may record the name of the
presiding judge, jury selection, grand jury findings, the remanding of prisoners, cases, witnesses
and outcomes. The minutes are not consistent in their level of detail and may be as brief as "docket
completed" or be very detailed. Some books also contain similar records relating to proceedings of the
Inferior Court of Common Pleas.

Physical description: 15 cm of textual records (7 volumes)

Finding aids:

A volume listing, including information on years covered, available indexes and the nature of the
material included is available.

File / item list

Jury book
Date: 1921-1934 (date of creation)

File / item list

Cause book
Date: 1876-1898 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Truro and consists of an entry book used by the
prothonotary, initially, for one year, as a docket book and subsequently to record the commencement
of civil suits and their progress by documenting the issuance of summons, the filing of defenses, the
receipt and issuance of other documents and often recording the outcome of the suit. In general, the
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book records the names of the parties, the name of the plaintiff's attorney, the nature of the suit and
the amount of damages sought. When a defense is filed, the name of the defendant's attorney is also
recorded. The book was also used to control the numbering of cases with a new sequence, designated
as A, commencing in 1884.

Physical description: 3 cm of textual records (1 volume)

Finding aids:

A volume list with date range and retrieval information is available

File / item list

Circuit records at Amherst
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Cumberland County)

Date: 1773-1970 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 5.15 m of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Cumberland County fonds.

Finding aids:

A file listing giving names of parties, date of case and retrieval information is available.

File / item list

Digby County circuit records
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Digby County)

Date: 1860-1975 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official records books
and case files of the court sitting in Digby County (Digby and Clare).

Physical description: 9.2 m of textual records

Note:
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Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Digby County fonds.

Immediate source of acquisition:

Records transferred from the Prothonotary's Office in Digby, N.S.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1869-1975 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Digby County circuit records series and consists of judgment books that record
decisions of the court in civil actions. Books provide the names of the parties in the lawsuit, date of
judgment, and amount of damages and/or costs awarded. Each volume contains a nominal index of
plaintiff and defendant.

Physical description: 40 cm of textual records (5 volumes)

Note:

The Colchester County Museum and Archives has two Digby judgement books covering the years
1838-1840 and 1843-1866 which were donated by Audrey McCabe, whose husband found the records
in a local dump.

Physical condition:

Books are dirty and some have broken bindings.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "J", DI, Vol. 1; Accession Nos. 1993-272/003, 004, 008, 009.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1860-1972 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Digby County circuit records series and consists of case files relating to civil
actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions. Case files contain summonses, subpoenas,
affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations (charges), indictments,
appeals, motions, orders, rulings, transcripts of testimony, motion orders, rulings, verdicts, and other
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materials. Matters include the Incompetent Persons Act, guardianship, and the disposition of the real
estate of minors. This sub-series is arranged by type of case files and then in chronological order
within each type: civil cases; civil and criminal cases; criminal cases; and matters.

Physical description: 8.3 m of textual records

Physical condition:

Some files are dirty and mouldy.

Finding aids:

A finding aid listing most cases by parties involved, case number and date is available.

Related material:

Some case files for the period 1802-1837 may be found in 144 Nova Scotia Supreme Court in
Annapolis County fonds.

File / item list

Docket books
Date: 1888-1972 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Digby County circuit records and consists of books of entry that provide a
calendar of causes to be heard by the court. Entry books provide the names of plaintiff and defendant,
their solicitors, the nature of the action, and how the action was disposed of by the court (including the
amount of the judgment or damages awarded). Entry books for 1888-1969 include minutes of cases
(1938-1969), but no entries exist for 1920-1935. Entry book for 1940-1972 contains a nominal index.

Physical description: 20 cm of textual records (3 volumes)

Physical condition:

Volumes are in poor condition.

Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred from the Digby prothonatary's office in 1993 as part of a larger accession.

File / item list

Execution and attachment books
Date: 1899-1974 (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Subseries forms part of Digby County circuit records series and consists of books of issuance of writs
of final process or enforcement of sentence in judicial proceedings for debt. Books provide date of
issue, names of parties, amount, writ number, court, attorney, date and nature of return, and fees. Each
book contains a nominal index. Series is arranged chronologically.

Physical description: 30 cm of textual records (2 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

These records were acquired from the Digby prothonatary's office in 1993 as part of a large accession.

Location of originals:

RG 39 "DI", Accession No. 1993-272/005, 010-011.

File / item list

Guysborough County circuit records
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Guysborough County)

Date: 1836-1923 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting in Guysborough County (Guysborough and Sherbrooke).

Physical description: 35 cm of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Guysborough County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1836-1923 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Guysborough County circuit records series and consists of case files that
contain summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings,
informations (charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion
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orders, rulings, verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal
prosecutions.

Physical description: 25 cm of textual records

Finding aids:

A "case file listing":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/guysborough-county-circuit-records-case-
files.pdf giving the names of the parties involved, date and assigned case number is available.

File / item list

Dockets of causes
Date: 1842-1890 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Guysborough County circuit records series and consists of small unbound
booklets for each session of the court that records attorney's name, names of plaintiff and defendant,
the outcome of proceedings, and court fees charged. Later cases are assigned an alphanumeric
classification. Some booklets also record grand and petit jury members for the session. Cases are listed
civil (jury or non-jury) or criminal. Sub-series is arranged chronologically by year.

Physical description: 8 cm of textual records

Physical condition:

Some records were previously damaged by mould with the result that the paper is often soft and
fragile.

Finding aids:

An "item list ":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/guysborough-county-circuit-records-dockets-of-
causes.pdf with retrieval codes is linked to this description.

File / item list

Jury lists
Date: 1847-1885 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Guysborough County circuit records series and consists of lists of persons
qualified to serve as grand and petit jurors. The lists were created for separate sessions of the court.

Physical description: 5 cm of textual records

Physical condition:
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Past moisture and mould damage has compromised the legibility of some of these records.

Finding aids:

A "case file listing":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/guysborough-county-circuit-records-jury-
lists.pdf giving the names of the parties involved, date and assigned case number is available.

File / item list

Lawyers' court costs records
Date: 1839-1883 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Guysborough County circuit records series and consists of records that provide
lawyers' fees for each action taken on behalf of the litigant. Records were kept for individual lawyers
and firms. Most entries were approved by the prothonotary clerk, as was required by law, to prevent
overcharging by lawyers.

Physical description: 6 cm of textual records

Finding aids:

An "item list ":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/lawyers-court-costs-records.pdf with retrieval codes
is linked to this description.

File / item list

Subseries 1996-282/001: Cause book
Date: 1923-1977 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Guysborough County circuit records and consists of a cause book that
provides a calendar of actions or matters for hearing or trial. Book provides case file numbers, action
and proceeding taken, and attending lawyers. Sub-series is arranged chronologically.

Physical description: 4 cm of textual records (1 volume)

File / item list

Circuit records at Port Hood
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Inverness County)

Date: 1842-1967 (date of creation)

Scope and content:
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Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.
These records appear to have had some connection with the Supreme Court sitting at Halifax, either
in original jurisdiction or as a court of appeal, and although originating in some respects with the Port
Hood sitting of the Supreme Court these records are not necessarily the complete remaining case files
of the court sitting in Inverness County.

Physical description: 60 cm of textual records (6 boxes)

Note:

Unlike most other series of circuit records, this series contains only case files and no proceedings or
judgment books. Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Inverness County fonds.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", IN, Vols. 1-6.

Finding aids:

Alphabetical indexes by plaintiff and defendant available.

File / item list

Circuit records at Windsor
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Hants County)

Date: 1812-1987 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting at Windsor.

Physical description: 4.52 m of textual records

Note:

Much of the material in this series was formerly described as the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in
Hants County fonds.

Immediate source of acquisition:

With the exception of some case files already held by the Archives, these records were transferred
from the Windsor court administration office in 1996.

Finding aids:



Supreme Court of Nova Scotia fonds

Nova Scotia Archives  Page 26

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Subseries An item list with retrieval codes is available: Judgment books
Date: 1897-1986 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Windsor series and consists of judgment books that record
decisions of the court in civil actions with regard to the awarding of judgments. In jury cases the
question put to the jury are recorded. Information given includes names of the parties in the lawsuit,
date of judgment, and amount of damages and/or costs awarded. Some satisfactions are recorded.
Most volumes contain a nominal index of plaintiffs and defendants by the first letter of their surnames.
The volumes are arranged in chronological order and some overlap slightly. Although the records in
this series start in 1897 the numbering / naming of the volumes by the records creator suggest earlier
volumes existed and may have been destroyed in the great Windsor first of 1897.

Physical description: 24 cm of textual records (4 volumes)

Finding aids:

An "item list ":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/judgment-books-6.pdf with retrieval codes is linked
to this description.

File / item list

Subseries An item list with retrieval information is available: Proceedings books
Date: 1897-1987 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Windsor series of the Supreme Court on county circuit
sousfonds of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia fonds and consists of minute books recording the daily
proceedings of the court, including the judge presiding and cases heard. While some details like the
names of witnesses giving testimony are recorded the "proceedings" are rarely, if ever "minutes" that
record any of the testimony or evidence presented. The outcomes of the cases are however usually
noted. Most of the books were also used to record the proceedings of other courts or tribunals held at
the Windsor courthouse.

Physical description: 17.5 cm of textual records (9 volumes)

Note:

The materials were received as a unit from the Courthouse in Windsor. There are gaps in the date
ranges of the volumes suggesting not all records were available for transfer.

Finding aids:
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A " list":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/proceedings-books-4.pdf giving the date range, or ranges,
included in each volume is linked to this description

Related material:

As most of the volumes were also used for recording County Court proceedings the Minute Books
series of the Nova Scotia County Courts fonds cross lists these volumes under that description.

File / item list

Subseries 1996-253/037: Criminal ledger
Date: 1933-1965 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Windsor series and consists of a book recording the
dispositions of criminal cases before a number of courts at Windsor, Nova Scotia. The ledger, like a
cause book, records the issuing of case numbers starting with 3300 on January 27, 1930 and continues
to case 3559 on April 30 1965 and records the name of the accused, the charge, the magistrate and / or
judge hearing the case, papers filed, the verdict and under remarks the sentence is recorded. The ledger
was used for the cases heard by the Grand Jury, the County Court under the jurisdiction of the Speedy
Trials Act, the Supreme Court and also for appeals from lower courts.

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records (1 volume)

Immediate source of acquisition:

This was received with other courts records from the Court Administration Office in Windsor in 1996.

Restrictions on access:

There are no access restrictions.

File / item list

Subseries An item list with retrieval codes is available: Jury books
Date: 1937 - 1956 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Windsor series and consists of jury books that list annually
the names of those eligible for grand and petit juries in each of the municipalities within Hants
County (East Hants, West Hants and Windsor.) The details include name, community of residence
and occupation. The books do not indicate who was selected from the eligibility lists. The names are
ordered by first letter of last name for each of the municipal units for each year.

Physical description: 10 cm of textual records (2 volumes)
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Immediate source of acquisition:

These 2 volumes were acquired as part of a larger transfer of materials from the Court Administration
office in Windsor in 1996.

Restrictions on access:

There are no restrictions on use or access.

Finding aids:

A " volume listing ":https://www.novascotia.ca/archives/lists/grand-jury-books-2.pdf with retrieval
codes and date range covered by each volume is linked to this description.

File / item list

Subseries An item list with retrieval codes is available: Cause books
Date: 1897-1962 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Windsor series and consists of books that provide a
schedule or calendar of causes to be heard by the court. Each entry records the names of plaintiffs and
defendants, their solicitors, and the nature of the actions. Although not indexed exactly in alphabetical
order each volume contains a chronological listing under the first letter of the last names of the parties
to the case.

Physical description: 14 cm of textual records (4 volumes)

Finding aids:

An " item list":https://www.novascotia.ca/archives/lists/cause-books-3.pdf with retrieval codes is
linked to this description.

File / item list

Case files
Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Windsor series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, appeals, motions, orders, rulings, transcripts of testimony, verdicts,
photographs, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 4.2 m of textual records

Location of originals:
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RG 39 Series "C", HT, Vols. 1-28; Accession no. 1996-253/011.

File / item list

Subseries An item list with retrieval codes is available: Sheriff's records of sales
Date: 1906-1959 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit Records at Windsor series and consists of record books in which
the Sheriff recorded case information (names of parties, case number, etc), the amount of different
bids made, and copies of certificates issued to successful buyers enabling them to register their
purchases, should it be land, in the Registry of Deeds. A number of advertising posters, receipts,
copies of court documents and other items were included within the books and have been separated
for preservation reasons. Most of the auctions were the consequence of Supreme Court decisions that
awarded judgments in civil suits; some were related to the non-payment of taxes.

Physical description: 7 cm of textual records (3 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

These records were part of a larger accession of materials received from the Windsor court house.

Finding aids:

A "listing":https://novascotia.ca/archives/lists/sheriffs-records-of-sales.pdf of the books with retrieval
codes is available

File / item list

Kings County circuit records
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Kings County)

Date: 1782-1960 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting in Kings County (predominantly Kentville).

Physical description: 8.72 m of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Kings County fonds.

Finding aids:
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Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1782-1970 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Kings County circuit records series and consists of case files containing
documents filed with the court administration office, or prothonotary, by parties involved in cases, as
well as documents generated by the court officers themselves. The case files may contain summonses,
subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations (charges),
indictments, appeals, motions, orders, rulings, transcripts of testimony, motions, orders, verdicts, and
other materials relating to civil actions and matters, as well as to some criminal prosecutions. The bulk
of the files reflect actions commenced to recover debt and are subsequent to a courthouse fire in 1849.
Files acquired since 1990 have been subject to an appraisal and scheduling process that has excluded
the files dealing with simple debt collection and concentrated on files reflecting non-routine matters
which have evidential or significant informational value. This has substantially reduced the number of
case files retained. Case numbering, by the court, started in 1884 and has been used as the arrangement
order. Earlier, or unnumbered cases were placed in chronological order, and then alphabetically by
plaintiff.

Physical description: 7 m of textual records (34 boxes)

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C" KI, Vols. 1-34.

Finding aids:

A sorted file listing, by parties to the case, date and assigned case number, is available in hard copy for
the files dating to 1965. Subsequent file listings are available online. Retrieval information at the box
level is available online.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1796-1946 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Kings County circuit records series and consists of books used to record
judgments awarded by the court in civil actions. Generally the book recorded, for each award, the
parties to the cause, the amount of damages and costs awarded, the date of the award and whether the
award was decided by judge, jury, or default. Subsequent attachments and executions of the judgment
are sometimes noted. Although the plaintiff's representation is always noted many judgments were
by default and defendant representation is only rarely noted. Few cases give additional identifying
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information about the parties such as place of residence or occupation. Most of the cases recorded in
the judgment books relate to the collection of debt although one may also find actions for trespass,
the determination of boundaries or land ownership and other matters. Until the court reforms of 1860
all awards were made and signed by a supreme court judge sitting during the defined terms of the
court. After the court reform the prothonotary could award some judgments. For a number of years
starting in 1854 the judgment books also recorded County judgments awarded in Halifax. Following
the Judicature Act of 1884 a case numbering system was introduced and is reflected in the records of
decisions of the court in civil actions. Most volumes have internal indexes.

Physical description: 66 cm of textual records (14 volumes)

Physical condition:

Some books suffer from leather bindings in deteriorated condition.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "J", KI, Vols. 1-3.

File / item list

Process books
Date: 1905-1932 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Kings County circuit records series and consists of volumes used by the sheriff
to record the serving and return of writs. A case would be commenced by filing with the prothonotary
a notice of action and statement of claim. This would then be served on the defendant by the sheriff
who would deposit a returned writ with the prothonotary indicating that the originating notice had been
served. These books record the cause number, parties, legal counsel, amount sought and costs, dates
writs were served and returned. The books were used for both Supreme and County court actions.
Series is arranged chronologically.

Physical description: 28 cm of textual records (3 volumes)

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "J", KI, Vol. 6 and Vol. 7, No. 1

File / item list

Execution and attachment books
Date: 1905-1928 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Kings County circuit records series and consists of volumes used by the sheriff
to record the execution of judgments and the proceeds from the sale of items seized in fulfilment of
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judgments. These books record the cause number, parties, legal counsel, amount sought and costs,
dates writs were served and returned, and whether property was seized or payment made to satisfy the
judgment.

Physical description: 7 cm of textual records (2 volumes)

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "M", KI, Vols. 1 and 1A.

File / item list

Cause books
Date: 1884-1931 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Kings County circuit records series and consists of cause books recording
parties to the case, the dates that documents were filed or issued, the style and nature of the cause, and
the amount of damages sought. The plaintiff's counsel is always noted while the defendant's counsel
is only occasionally noted. The books may also record the discontinuance of a case, the awarding
of a judgment and its satisfaction. The 1884 judicature act mandated some specific record keeping
requirements to ensure that cases could be managed in an efficient manner. Although files sometimes
exhibited evidence of numbering systems prior to this, the 1884 legislation required the keeping of
a cause book that recorded the issuance of case numbers as originating notices were issued by the
prothonotary. Some books have an index which can also serve as an access tool to the case files.

Physical description: 32 cm of textual records (7 volumes)

Physical condition:

Some books have bindings in a loosened condition.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "J", KI, Vols. 4-5.

File / item list

Proceedings books
Date: 1786-1957; predominant 1947-1957 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Kings County circuit records series and consists of volumes used by the
court clerk to record court proceedings. The volume covering the years 1786 to 1802 records the
proceedings of the Supreme Court, the swearing in of the Grand Jury, their actions and the disposition
of cases before the court. The volumes covering the years 1947 to 1957 contain notes made during
proceedings and may include county, supreme, divorce or matters heard in chambers. These books are
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not particularly consistent about what is recorded and range from detailed minutes of evidence to lists
of cases on the docket. Some jury lists were recorded in the more recent books.

Physical description: 16 cm of textual records (4 volumes

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "J", KI, Vol. 7, Nos. 2-4.

File / item list

Grand jury books
Date: 1910-1921 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series consists of grand jury books that provide the name, place of residence, and occupation of
grand jury members. Books are arranged alphabetically.

Physical description: 9 cm of textual records

File / item list

Lunenburg County circuit records
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Lunenburg County)

Date: 1806-1963 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting in Lunenburg County (Lunenburg and Bridgewater).

Physical description: * 21.78 m of textual records
* 3 microfilm reels

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Lunenburg County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Docket books
Date: Microfilmed in 1981 (date of creation)
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Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Lunenburg County circuit records series and consists of docket books that
provide a schedule or calendar of actions or matters for hearing or trial. Books provide case file
number, action and proceedings taken, and attending lawyers. Books include indexes of plaintiffs and
defendants. Series is arranged chronologically.

Physical description: 3 microfilm reels

Immediate source of acquisition:

Originals borrowed for microfilming from the Court House, Lunenburg, N.S.

Location of originals:

Microfilm reel numbers: 12676-12678.

File / item list

Jury lists
Date: 1853-1904, predominant 1889-1904 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Lunenburg County circuit records series and consists of lists of persons
qualified to serve as grand and petit jurors.

Physical description: 6 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "M", LU, Vol. 1 (part).

File / item list

Registers
Date: 1841-1963 (date of creation)

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1806-1898 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Lunenburg County circuit records series and consists of judgment books
recording decisions of the court in civil actions, that provide names of the parties in the lawsuit, date
of judgment, and amount of damages and/or costs awarded. Each book includes a nominal index of
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plaintiffs and defendants, showing the year and term in which the judgment was rendered and the case
file number.

Physical description: 66 cm of textual records

Physical condition:

Books are dirty and some have broken bindings.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "J", LU, Vols. 1-3.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1806-[ca. 1932] (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Lunenburg County circuit records series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 21 m of textual records (144 boxes)

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", LU, Vols. 1-115; 29 unnumbered boxes.

File / item list

Circuit records at Pictou
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Pictou County)

Date: 1806-1956 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting at Pictou.

Physical description: 54 m of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Pictou County fonds.
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Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1806-1956 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Pictou series and consists of case files containing
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, depositions, briefs, exhibits, pleadings, informations (charges),
indictments, appeals, motions, orders, decisions, verdicts, and transcripts of proceedings, and files
relating to the appointment of guardians. While containing such a variety of documents as a group,
individually the files overwhelmingly reflect civil suits for the collection of debts and usually only
contain information substantiating the debt. Few criminal case files exist. From 1884 onwards the
cause books serve as an index by plaintiff to case numbers. Prior to 1884 civil cases may be identified
in the docket books and cause books. Judgment books contain indexes by plaintiff; however, not all
actions resulted in entries in the judgment books. No indexes to criminal cases appear to exist. Files
are arranged chronologically. Starting in the 1880s case numbers and docket numbers indicate this
order. Prior to this time the cases are arranged within each year alphabetically by plaintiff.

Physical description: 50.54 m of textual records

Arrangement:

A significant portion of this sub-series is arranged only by year.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", PI, Vols. 1-5, Accession No.: 1986-550/32-126.

Finding aids:

A partial case file list giving the names of parties to cases, any assigned case numbers and date is
available.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1807-1921 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Pictou series and consists of judgment books recording
findings of the Supreme Court in civil suits heard at Pictou. Each entry records the parties involved
and their lawyers, the action or damages sought, the finding of the court and its date and information
on damages and costs awarded. Starting in November 1884, case numbers assigned under the
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Judicature Act are recorded. Each book has an index by name of plaintiff that also records the
defendants. Some entries also record the ultimate execution or satisfaction of the court's award. The
entries within the books are chronological by date of judgment. Most actions are for the recovery of
debts and seldom do the judgment books record any details about the cases. Additional information on
the cases may be found in the Supreme Court case file series. The judgment books serve as a partial
index and listing of the case file series; however, not all cases result in findings that are recorded in the
judgment books.

Physical description: 50 cm of textual records

Physical condition:

Originals dirty and ink often faint or faded.

Location of originals:

Use microfilm reels 924-929.

Alternative form available:

Available on microfilm.

File / item list

Cause books
Date: 1820-1905 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Pictou series and consists of of ledgers that record actions
commenced in the Supreme Court at Pictou. Most pages are titled similarly to 'writs issued out of the
Supreme Court' and record the action sought, the parties involved and their representation, the amount
of damages sought and the date the writ was issued, indicating the commencement of a suit. Following
the 1884 Judicature Act the format of the ledgers was changed from one line per case to several lines
for each case, allowing the books to be used to record all documents received and issued in a case. In
addition, cases from 1884 onward are identified with a case number. An index included in the volumes
from 1884 onward allows access to the cause book as well as to the case file if one knows the name of
the plaintiff.

Physical description: 50 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

Microfilm no. 929.

Alternative form available:

Available on microfilm.
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File / item list

Docket books
Date: 1806-1904 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Pictou series and consists of books recording the court's
docket (list of causes). While most volumes served to set out the court's agenda of cases for a term,
a number of early volumes appear to have been made as a record of disposal of items on the docket
rather than as the docket itself. In general, the books record the plaintiffs and defendants; their
solicitors; the relief sought; and how the actions was disposed of by the court (often including the
amount of any judgment rendered). Some dockets are divided into separate declaration, summary and
crown cause dockets for each term of the court.

Physical description: 20 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

Use microfilms 929-931.

Alternative form available:

Available on microfilm.

File / item list

Minute books
Date: 1811-1903 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Pictou series and consists of two minute books. The first
volume, entitled 'Minutes of the Supreme Court at Pictou in Crown Causes,' covers the years 1811 to
1822 and records grand and petit jury formation, presentments of juries (statements on oath of facts
known to them), and minutes of proceedings giving witnesses, cases, solicitors and actions taken. The
second volume covers the years 1890 to 1903 and includes the same type of information for both civil
and criminal matters.

Physical description: 10 cm of textual records (2 volumes)

Location of originals:

Use microfilm 931.

Alternative form available:

Available on microfilm.
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File / item list

Register of warrants
Date: 1862-1893 (date of creation)

File / item list

Circuit records at Liverpool
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Queens County)

Date: 1807-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files and other
records of the court sitting at Liverpool.

Physical description: 12.5 m of textual records

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Queens County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

Related material:

Judgment books covering the years 1818-1829, 1834-1836, 1887-1896, 1905-1956 are held by the
Thomas Raddall archives and research centre in Liverpool.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1807-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Liverpool series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 12.2 m of textual records (64 boxes)

Location of originals:
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RG 39 Series "C" QU, Vols. 1-64.

Finding aids:

A case listing by parties to an action, case numbers and date is available.

File / item list

Register
Date: 1832-1908 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Liverpool series and consists of a register providing
attorney's name, names of plaintiff and defendant, abstract of proceedings, and court fees charged. For
later cases, proceedings and fees charged are not provided and each case is assigned an alphanumeric
identification code.

Physical description: 3 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C" QU, Vol. 67 (part) (previously unnumbered box).

File / item list

Jury lists and venires
Date: 1817-1940, predominant 1817-1909 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Liverpool series and consists of lists of jurors and sheriff's
warrants to summon jurors (venires). Series also includes a few jurors' oaths to serve.

Physical description: 17 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C" QU, Vols. 66 and 67 (part) (previously unnumbered box).

File / item list

Sheriff's correspondence and other material
Date: 1929 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Liverpool series and consists of correspondence of High
Sheriff D.C. Mulhall. Correspondence is with solicitors and creditors and is relating to settlements
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of damage and costs. Series also includes statements of account, orders for foreclosure and sale,
auction or sale notices and receipts, writs to serve, executions of levy of goods, and reports relating to
foreclosures and sales.

Physical description: 10 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 QU, misc. ,Vol. 65 (previously unnumbered box).

File / item list

Circuit records at Arichat
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Richmond County)

Date: 1829-1975 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting at Arichat.

Physical description: * 47 cm of textual records
* 1 microfilm reel

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Richmond County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Grand jury book
Date: 1902-1972 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Arichat series and consists of jury books that provide the
name, place of residence, and occupation of grand jury members. Includes a microfilm copy of a grand
jury book, 1914-1972.

Physical description: * 2 cm of textual records (1 volume)
* 1 microfilm reel

Location of originals:



Supreme Court of Nova Scotia fonds

Nova Scotia Archives  Page 42

Borrowed for microfilming through the sheriff for Richmond County in 1983. Accession no.
1996-283/002 no. 16; Microfilm reel No.: 13343.

File / item list

Subseries Accession no. 1996-283/002 no. 15; Microfilm reel No.: 13343.: Petit jury
book
Date: 1900-1972 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Arichat series and consists of a petit jury book that provides
the name, place of residence, and occupation of petit jury members.

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records

Alternative form available:

Available on microfilm.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1856-1881 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Arichat series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts, and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.
These records appear to have had some connection with the Supreme Court sitting at Halifax, either in
original jurisdiction or as a court of appeal. Although originating in Arichat,these are not necessarily
the complete remaining case files of the court sitting in Richmond County.

Physical description: 20 cm of textual records (2 boxes)

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", RI, Vols. 1-2.

Finding aids:

A case listing including case numbers (if any) and names of parties to the case is available.

File / item list

Subseries Accession no. 1996-283/003 no. 19; Microfilm reel No.:13339.: Docket books
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Date: 1912-1977 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Arichat series and consists of books used to record the
commencement of civil cases before the court through the issuance of summons notifying defendants
of the claims against them. The books record case numbers, parties, representation of the plaintiff, and
documents issued and filed in connection with a cause. The first volume was also used as the County
Court cause book and consequently the order appears confused when viewed on microfilm.

Physical description: 4 cm of textual records

Immediate source of acquisition:

Transferred in 1996 from the Court Administration office in Port Hawkesbury, after the Arichat
courthouse ceased to used for Supreme Court sessions.

Alternative form available:

Available on microfilm.

File / item list

Subseries Accession no. 1996-283/001 Nos. 1, 2, 5-7; /1996-283/002 No. 13; Microfilm
reel No.: 13338: Judgment books
Date: 1824-1974 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Arichat series and consists of books recording the awarding
of judgments in civil cases heard by the Supreme Court while sitting at Arichat. The books record
the parties to the case, the plaintiff's representation, the amount of judgment and costs awarded, as
well as the text of the judgment. When judgments were satisfied or warrants of execution issued the
books noted this as well, although their completeness is unknown. Most judgments arose when debts
were not paid and were awarded by default when defendants failed to appear or contest the statement
of claim. Such judgments tended to follow an almost standard wording that was later included in
the judicature act as a legislated form. Some awards may include information relating to property
boundaries when such matters were at the root of a cause and others resulted in recorded judgments
uniquely worded according to the circumstances of the case. Most judgment books include indexes by
plaintiff and defendant. The first book in this series predates the establishment of Richmond County
in 1835 and refers to the court's jurisdiction as the Southern District of Cape Breton County. Another
volume was also used by the Inferior Court of Common Pleas while sitting at Arichat. Court activity at
Richmond declined greatly during the 20th century.

Physical description: * 16 cm of textual records (6 volumes)
* 1 microfilm reel

Immediate source of acquisition:
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Transferred from the court administration office in Port Hawkesbury in 1996, after use of the Arichat
courthouse was discontinued.

Alternative form available:

Judgment books (1829-1974) available on microfilm.

File / item list

Writs of execution register
Date: 1904-1916 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Sub-series forms part of Circuit records at Arichat and consists of a writs of execution register
that records the issuance of writs of final process or the enforcement of the sentence in a judicial
proceeding. Register includes names of parties, type of proceedings, claims without costs, costs,
amount levied, date of receipt, date of levy, and remarks. Register includes a nominal index of
plaintiffs and defendants.

Physical description: 2.5 cm of textual records (1 volume)

File / item list

Proceedings books
Date: 1936-1968 (date of creation)

File / item list

Shelburne County circuit records
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Shelburne County)

Date: 1816-1971 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of official record books
and case files of the court sitting in Shelburne County.

Physical description: * 3.28 m of textual records
* 1 microfilm reel

Note:

Formerly descirbed as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Shelburne County fonds.

Finding aids:
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Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1816-1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Shelburne County circuit records series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, appeals, motions, orders, rulings, transcripts of testimony, motion orders,
verdicts, and other materials relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 3 m of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", SH, Vols. 1-14, Nos. 1-17 and 25-31.

Finding aids:

A case file listing recording the parties to a case, case numbers assigned (if any), and date is available.

File / item list

Judgment books
Date: 1820-1971 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Shelburne County circuit records series and consists of judgment books
recording decisions of the court in civil actions. Books provide names of the parties in the lawsuit,
date of judgment, and amount of damages and/or costs awarded. One book (1825-1840) also includes
judgments for the Inferior Court of Common Pleas. Each book includes a nominal index of plaintiffs
and defendants, showing the year and term in which the judgment was rendered and the case file
number.

Physical description: * 19 cm of textual records
* 1 microfilm reel

Physical condition:

Books are dirty and some have broken bindings.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", SH, Vol. 15, Nos. 1-3, 5-6; Microfilm reel No.: 13368 (part).
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File / item list

Register
Date: 1816-1957 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Shelburne County circuit records series and consists of a register providing
attorney's name, names of plaintiff and defendant, abstract of proceedings, and court fees charged. For
later cases, proceedings and fees charged are not provided and cases are assigned an alphanumeric
identification code. Cases are listed as civil (jury or non-jury) or criminal.

Physical description: * 3 cm of textual records
* 1 microfilm reel

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", SH, Vol. 15, Nos. 7, 9; Microfilm reel No.: 13368 (part).

File / item list

Venires
Date: 1900-1942 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Shelburne County circuit records series and consists of venires for grand and
petit jurors. Venires are writs issued to the sheriff for summoning a jury.

Physical description: 6 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", SH, Vol. 14, Nos. 18-24.

File / item list

Docket books
Date: Microfilmed in 1975 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Shelburne County circuit records series and consists of docket books that
provide a schedule or calendar of actions or matters for hearing or trial. Books provide case file
number, action and proceedings taken, and attending lawyers. Books include nominal index by name
of plaintiff and defendant. Series is arranged chronologically.

Physical description: 1 microfilm reel
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Location of originals:

Microfilm reel No.: 13368 (part).

File / item list

Circuit records at Baddeck
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Victoria County)

Date: 1852-1975 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files and official
record books of the court sitting at Baddeck.

Physical description: * 20 cm of textual records
* 2 microfilm reels

Note:

Formerly described as records of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Richmond County fonds.

Finding aids:

Sub-series descriptions available.

File / item list

Case files
Date: 1852-1888 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Baddeck series and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, appeals, motions, orders, rulings, transcripts of testimony, motion orders,
verdicts, and other materials relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 20 cm of textual records

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", VI, Vols. 1-2.

Finding aids:

A case file listing including names of parties, case number assigned by the court (if any) and date is
available.



Supreme Court of Nova Scotia fonds

Nova Scotia Archives  Page 48

File / item list

Docket book
Date: Microfilmed in 1985 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Baddeck series and consists of a docket book that provides
a schedule or calendar of actions or matters for hearing or trial. Book provides case file number,
action and proceedings taken, and attending lawyers. Book includes nominal index of plaintiffs and
defendants name.

Physical description: 1 microfilm reel

Location of originals:

Originals are held at the Beaton Institute, University College of Cape Breton, Sydney, N.S. Microfilm
reel No.: 13489.

File / item list

Judgment book
Date: Microfilmed in 1985 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Baddeck series and consists of an entry book for the
Supreme Court. Entry book contains an index and can be used as an index for causes heard in the
Supreme Court. Entries record the name of plaintiff and defendant, a summary of the decision of the
court and costs awarded. Series is arranged chronologically.

Physical description: 1 microfilm reel

Location of originals:

Originals are held at the Beaton Institute, University College of Cape Breton, Sydney, N.S. Microfilm
reel No.:13488 (part).

File / item list

Minutes of cases
Date: Microfilmed in 1985 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Subseries forms part of Circuit records at Baddeck series and consists of minutes of cases of the
County Court and Supreme Court in Baddeck, N.S. Books contain the daily proceedings of the court
including the judge presiding and the cases heard.
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Physical description: 1 microfilm reel

Location of originals:

Originals are held at the Beaton Institute, University College of Cape Breton, Sydney, N.S. Microfilm
reel No.:13488 (part).

Related material:

Related records may be found in Nova Scotia County Court - District Number Seven (Victoria
County) minutes of cases series.

File / item list

Circuit records at Yarmouth
Creator: Nova Scotia. Supreme Court (Yarmouth County)

Date: 1838-1966, predominant 1838-1949 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

Series forms part of Supreme Court on county circuit sous-fonds and consists of case files that contain
summonses, subpoenas, affidavits, briefs, exhibits (documentary evidence), pleadings, informations
(charges), indictments, motions, orders, transcripts of testimony, appeals, motion orders, rulings,
verdicts and other material relating to civil actions and matters, as well as criminal prosecutions.

Physical description: 2.4 m of textual records (24 boxes)

Note:

Formerly described as Supreme Court of Nova Scotia in Yarmouth County fonds.

Location of originals:

RG 39 Series "C", YA, Vols. 1-24.

Finding aids:

A case file listing including names of parties, assigned case number (if any), and date is available.

File / item list

Proceedings books
Date: 1884-1963 (date of creation)

Scope and content:

books in which court proceedings were recorded. In general, for each case the proceedings note the
parties, their counsel, the witnesses called by each party, whether they were cross-examined, and
the disposition of the case. Though some prothonotaries had earlier kept notes on court activity, the
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proceedings books became mandatory in 1884 when legislation first addressed the records to be kept
by local prothonotaries. Although not typical, the Annapolis County proceedings books record jury
lists, County Court proceedings, County chambers proceedings and proceedings of the County Court
Judge's Criminal Court, proceedings of the Supreme Court, and, during the 1950s and 1960s, divorce
proceedings.

Physical description: 20 cm of textual records (5 volumes)

Immediate source of acquisition:

Part of a larger transfer of court materials from the court administration office at Annapolis Royal in
1996.

Location of originals:

Sub-series also includes information on County Court cases which are part of the District Number
Three (Annapolis County) case files of the County Courts of Nova Scotia fonds.

Finding aids:

A volume listing with retrieval information, date range, and indicating which courts the proceedings
books cover is available.

File / item list


	Title Page
	Summary information
	Administrative history / Biographical sketch
	Scope and content
	Arrangement
	Notes
	Publication status
	Series descriptions

