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A. Belcher & Co. fonds. -- Incoming correspondence. – 1825-1832, 1865. – 44 leaves 

of textual records.   Retrieval Code: 2008-026                    

 

Item List 

 

1. Letter from Oliver Goldsmith to M.B. Almon. – November 15, 1825. – 1 leaf folded of 

textual records.  

 

Item consists of a letter requesting life insurance for travel anywhere in the world except 

the coast of Africa from Oliver Goldsmith (1794-1861), the grandnephew of the English 

poet with the same name. 

 

Note:  There appears to be some water damage on the bottom of this item. 

 

2. Letter from Archdeacon Spenser of Bermuda to Mr. Almon. – October 1826. –  1 leaf 

folded of textual records.  

 

Item consists of a letter written discussing Mr. Almon’s role as an insurance agent as well 

as the climate and advantages of life in Bermuda.  

 

Note:  There appears to be some water damage on the bottom of this item. 

 

3. Letter from Rundell Bridge & Rundell to Messrs. Belcher & Co. – June 5, 1827. – 1 

leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter which confirms details of the contract between them and hope of 

positive news concerning the safe arrival of Richard Smith. 

 

4. Letter from George Ogilvy, London, England to M.B. Almon via Messrs. Andrew 

Belcher & Co. – July 28, 1827. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

              

Item consists of a letter advising that he has taken charge of the brig Clarkstone to come 

to Halifax for the cargo required. 

 

Note:  There appears to be some water damage on the edge of this item. 

 

5. Letter from Rundell Bridge & Rundell to Messrs. Belcher & Co. – June 27, 1827. – 1 

leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter concerning the arrival of reports via Captain Crowder from Mr. 

Brown and the anticipated arrival of a box of minerals to England. There is also mention 

of the flourishing trade of coal to Sydney and the safe arrival of Richard Smith. 

 

6. Letter from Rundell Bridge & Rundell, London, England to Messrs. Belcher & Co. – 

August 1, 1827. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 
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Item consists of a letter concerning the shipment of a box of copper ore specimens by Mr. 

Brown to pay for shipments delivered to the stores at Sydney Mines. The item also 

mentions a large sale of coal. 

 

7. Letter from A.B. Belcher, London, England to Mather B. Almon. – August 24, 1827. – 

1 leaf folded of textual records 

              

Item consists of a letter arguing that Rundell Bridge & Rundell should not be addressing 

their correspondence to Mr. Almon but rather to A. Belcher & Co.   The reason was that 

Belcher was the agent for the General Mining Association and not Almon. Andrew 

Belcher hints at financial difficulties which are indirectly reflected in this letter. 

 

Note:  There appears to be some water damage on this item. 

 

8. Letter from Rundell Bridge & Rundell, London, England to Messrs. Belcher & Co. –  

September 8, 1827. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

  

Item consists of a letter which mentions the dissolution of Belcher, Binney & Co., 

shipments made by Richard Smith from Sydney Mines, completion of construction of the 

coal depot, the anticipated arrival of the ship Henry and the supplies it holds for the 

Sydney Mines stores. 

 

Note:  There appears to be some water damage on the edges of this letter. 

 

9. Statement of account of M.B. Almon with Fairbanks & McNab. – September 24, 1827. 

– 1 leaf of textual records.  

 

Item consists of a statement of account between the two parties for plank wood and 

juniper trenails. 

 

Note:  There is some discoloration on the edge of this item. 

 

10. Letter from Richard Smith of Albion Mines, Nova Scotia to M.B. Almon. – 

September 27, 1827. – 1 leaf folded of textual records.  

 

Item consists of an instruction to pay Daniel Blaney and Thomas Penaluna. 

 

Note:  There is discoloration at the top of this item. 

 

11. Letter from Rundell Bridge Rundell, London, England to M.B. Almon. – November 

7, 1827. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

               

Item consists of a letter which mentions shipments made to the Sydney Mines store by 

various named schooners, the transmitting of statements every three months, and asks 

that an ample supply of coal be in the depot for winter. 
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12. Letter from George P. Lawson to M. B. Almon. – February 7, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of 

textual records.  

                        

Item consists of a note confirming the discount rate and terms of an offer for “Bermuda” 

and discusses Mr. Lawson’s non-liability for damages.  

 

Note:  There is some discoloration with this item. 

 

13. Letter from John Leander Starr to M.B. Almon. – February 9, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of 

textual records.   

 

Item consists of a note confirming the right to purchase 100 lbs of flour. 

 

14. Letter from John Nova Scotia to M.B. Almon. – May 6, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of 

textual records.  

 

Item consists of a letter concerning the contracting of Captain Seth Coffin to deliver 

cargoes of coal from Sydney to the college at Windsor, Nova Scotia. 

 

Note:  John Nova Scotia is believed to be Bishop John Inglis, 3
rd

 Anglican bishop of 

Nova Scotia. 

 

15. Tender for the repair of a wharf sent from John D. Scott to Andrew Belcher. – June 

13, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

                          

Item consists of a tender to and discussion about obtaining logs to repair a wharf. 

 

16. Letter from George Demarum, Commissioner General’s Office to Messrs. Belcher & 

Almon. – June 25, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter describing the decline in the quality of coal received and a 

request to determine if it might be expected to improve before the end of the present 

contract. 

 

17. Letter from James A. McCurdy to M.B. Almon. – June 27, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of 

textual records.    

 

Item consists of a letter requesting the purchase of fish from Newfoundland to fill one 

quarter of the brig Bermuda. 

 

18. Letter from William Deblois to M. B. Almon. – July 31, 1828. – 1 leaf folded of 

textual records.  
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Item consists of a letter discussing premiums on a building depending on its construction, 

the need to complete an application, and advising that his mother will act for him in 

copying some of the document as he was pressed for time. 

 

19. Letter from the Military Secretary’s Office to M.B. Almon. – August 1, 1828. – 1 leaf 

folded of textual records. 

 

Item consists of a letter outlining the opinion of Lieutenant General Sir James Kempt 

concerning quality of the shipment of coal from Sydney mines. 

 

20. Letter from Joseph Stoneman to M.B. Almon. – September 17, 1828. – 1 leaf folded 

of textual records.  

 

Item consists of a letter concerning upcoming shipments of cargo on the schooner Joseph 

& William to Brazil or the West Indies.  

 

21. Letter from Andrew Belcher to Mrs. Joanna Brinley. – October 16, 1828. – 1 leaf 

folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter from discusses the pay out of the balance of the mortgage that he 

had owing to her. 

 

22. Agreement between James Fox and Andrew Belcher. – October 20, 1828. – 1 leaf of 

textual records 

  

Item consists of an agreement to have a dispute over the price of a quantity of fish 

decided by James Tobin and John E. Fairbanks. 

 

23. Letter from Dillon and Barron of Halifax to A. Belcher. – October 27, 1828. – 1 leaf 

of textual records 

 

Item consists of a tender for the erection of a four foot wall across a wharf to cost one 

hundred and seven pounds. 

 

24. Letter from R.N. Howe to M.B. Almon. – October 28, 1828. – 2 leaves folded of 

textual records 

                

Item consists of two letters discussing arrangements to meet to discuss the security of the 

bills. 

 

Note:  One of the letters is torn along the fold at the bottom third of the page. 

 

25. Letter from William Lawson, Jr. to M.B. Almon. – October 29, 1828. – 1 leaf folded 

of textual records   
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Item consists of a letter confirming the charter of the brig Trinity for a voyage to 

Montego Bay, Jamaica discussing the terms of the transaction. 

 

26. Letter from H.S. Soule to Messrs. Andrew Belcher. – November 11, 1828. – 1 leaf 

folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter confirming agreement to terms to pick up a load of coal in Pictou, 

Nova Scotia and transport it to New York in favour of Mr. Rupert I. Cochran. 

 

27. Order from Fairbanks & McNab to M.B. Almon. – November 19, 1828. – 1 leaf 

folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of an order of a load of coal for Elisha Pride. 

 

28. Letter from LeBreton Lihon & Company, Bahia to M.B. Almon. – November 27, 

1828. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter from Bahia describing the arrival of various vessels and the sales 

of their cargos and prospects for sales of fish in the coming months. 

 

Note:  There is discoloration with this item, brittle paper with a piece which separated.  It 

appears to have been written with iron gall ink. 

 

29. Copy of letters of reference for Mr. MacDonald. – December 19, 1828. – 1 leaf 

folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a copy of both a letter of reference for a Mr. MacDonald and a note to 

Almon asking him if he has a place for MacDonald. 

 

Note:  The item is missing a portion of the paper from the second quarter of the verso of 

this item. 

 

30. Letter from Gillespie & Finlay of Quebec to M.B. Almon. – June 12, 1829. – 1 leaf 

folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter advising about a shipment of tobacco and discusses the state of 

the market in their vicinity. 

 

Note:  There is discoloration along the edge of this item. 

 

31. Letter from Gillespie & Finlay of Quebec (Samuel Hatt, Jr.) to M.B. Almon. – July 

30, 1829. – 1 leaf of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter outlining the bill of lading for the transfer of flour to Halifax for 

sale on behalf of Gillespie Moffatt & Company via the brigantine Boliva. 
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Note:  There is discoloration along the edge of this item. 

 

32. Letter from B. Charles Gray, London, England to M.B. Almon. – November 17, 

1830. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter concerning Mr. Gray’s removal from Bermuda back to England 

where he hopes to work in selecting goods for the colonial markets. 

 

Note:  There is discoloration with this item and possibly mold. 

 

33. Letter from B. Charles Gray, London, England to M.B. Almon. – March 6, 1832. – 1 

leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter indicating his discomfort in influencing consignment business in 

Britain but he does recommend Nathaniel Butterfield of Bermuda for that colony. 

 

Note:  There is discoloration with this item and possibly mold. 

 

34. Letter from William Pryor and Co. to M.B. Almon. – March 17, 1832. – 1 leaf folded 

of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter concerning the loss of a shipment of fish on the brig John Lawson 

at Bahia, [Brazil].  

 

Note:  There appears to be water damage on the edges of this item and possibly mold. 

 

35. Letter from William Pryor and Co. to M.B. Almon. – March 17, 1832. – 1 leaf folded 

of textual records 

 

Item consists of a further discussion of the issues concerning the brig John Lawson. 

 

Note:  There appears to be water damage on the edges of this item and possibly mold. 

 

36. Letter from William F. Burton, London, England to M.B. Almon. – March 26, 1832. 

– 2 leaves folded of textual records 

           

Item consists of an original and duplicate letter discussing shipments of gunpowder on 

board the Hopewell, with George White as commander. 

 

Note:  There appears to be water damage on the edges of this item and possibly mold. 

 

37. Letter from William F. Burton, London, England to M.B. Almon. – May 22, 1832. – 

1 leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter about gunpowder, its quality, and uses.  There is particular 

reference to shipments of gunpowder to Newfoundland. 
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Note:  There appears to be water damage on the edges of this item and possibly mold. 

 

38. Letter from Temple & Lewis Print Co. to Mr. John O’Brien. – December 14, 1832. – 

1 leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of a letter discussing the sale of the schooner Eclipse (83 tons) for the price 

of five hundred and fifty pounds. 

 

Note:  There appears to be water damage on the edges of this item. 

 

39. Letter from William H. Blackadar to M.B. Almon. – n.d. – 1 leaf folded of textual 

records 

      

Item consists of a letter discussing a draft of five pounds to be delivered either to his 

home or offices.  

 

40. Letter from Lewis M. Wilkins, Windsor, Nova Scotia to Andrew Belcher. – n.d.  – 1 

leaf folded of textual records 

 

Item consists of details about the payment of an outstanding bill. 

 

41. Letter from James Wentworth, Albion Mines, Nova Scotia to M.B. Almon. – January 

3, 1865. – 1 leaf folded of textual records 

      

Item consists of a letter written regarding an order of cheese, the situation with flour 

requested, and details about the insurance on the store. 

 

Note:  There is discoloration along the edges of this item. 

 

-end- 
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